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The Project.  

• Goal: 

• Quantify “friendship” in terms of – 

• Gender 

• Mutual Friends 

• Mutual Interests 

• Relationship Status 

• Location 

• Etc.  

 

 

 

• See how a stranger can be called a “friend”, and how easily 

personal information can be implicitly given away.  

JW 



3 

How. 

• Four false Facebook profiles were created using two 

individuals as a basis. 

• One male, one female. 

• Two profiles for each with differing privacy settings and 

content. 

• Different schools (Stanford, Yale, and MiT) 

• Each profile sent out 200 friend requests 

• Profiles were checked on daily, friend acceptances and other 

data were recorded four weeks. 

 

• Profiles were broken down into highly public (lots of 

information, photos, etc) and highy private (strong privacy 

settings, few photos) 

MW 



4 

 



5 

 



6 

 



7 

 



8 

Katie Murphy 
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Cason Smith 
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Jack Michaels 
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Mia Johnson 
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Hiccups.  

 

JW 
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Who the hell are you? 
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Results. 

• Quantifying Friendship 

• Mutual Friends 

• Gender 

• Privacy Settings 

• Relationship Status 

• Sexual / Dating Interest  
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Thank You 


